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ÅBrief Primer on ELA Common Core 

ÅUnit Map Components: 

ïstandards 

ïknowledge 

ïessential understandings 

ïguiding questions 

ïskills vs. activities 

ïresources 

ïformative and summative 
assessments 

ïdifferentiated instruction 



ELA Common Core Strands 

ÅReading 

ïLiterature 

ïInformational Text 

ïFoundational Skills 

ÅWriting 

ÅSpeaking and Listening 

ÅLanguage 





Reading Standards for Literature K-5 
K  1

st  
2

nd  
3

rd  
4

th  
5

th
  

3. With 
prompting 
and support, 
identify 
characters, 
settings, and 
major events 
in a story. 

3. Describe 
characters, 
settings, and 
major events 
in a story, 
using key 
details.  

3. Describe 
how 
characters in 
a story 
respond to 
major events 
and 
challenges. 

3. Describe 
characters in a 
story (e.g., their 
traits, 
motivations, or 
feelings) and 
explain how 
their actions 
contribute to 
the sequence of 
events. 

3. Describe in 
depth a 
character, 
setting, or event 
in a story or 
drama, drawing 
on specific 
details in the 
text (e.g., a 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ 
thoughts, words, 
or actions) 

3. Compare and 
contrast two or 
more characters, 
settings, or 
events in a story 
or drama, 
drawing on 
specific details in 
the text (e.g., 
how characters 
interact). 

CCR Anchor Standard for Reading 
3.  Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over 
the course of a text.  
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άΧǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ 

college, workforce training programs, 
and citizenship have held steady or 
risen over the past fifty years or so, 
K-12 texts have, if anything, become 

ƭŜǎǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘƛƴƎΦέ  
 

Common Core Appendix A, pg. 2 



Distribution of Literary and Informational Passages by 
Grade in the 2009 NAEP Reading Framework 

Grade Literary Informational 

4 50% 50% 

8 45% 55% 

12 30% 70% 

Source: National Assessment Governing Board. (2008) Reading framework for the 2009 National 

Assessment of Educational Progress. Washington, DC:  U.S. Government Printing Office. 



Informational Text 

all about books 

brochures 

CD-ROMs 

encyclopedias 

field guides 

flyers 

handouts 

history textbooks 

informational reports 

Internet websites 

magazine articles 

newspaper articles 

pamphlets 

research papers 

science textbooks 

technical manuals 
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Types or Genres of Literature 
Fictional Literature (or narrative 

literature)   
Nonfiction Literature (or Narrative 

Nonfiction or Literary Nonfiction)   

¶ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ 

¶ contemporary realistic fiction 

¶ drama/plays 

¶ fantasy 

¶ folklore (myths, legends, fables, 
trickster tales, fairytales) 

¶ historical fiction 

¶ mystery 

¶ novel 

¶ novella 

¶ realistic fiction 

¶ science fiction 

¶ short story 

¶ tall tales  

¶ autobiography 

¶ biography 

¶ diary 

¶ essay (e.g., response to literature, 
persuasive, comparison/contrast) 

¶ how-to paper 

¶ journal 

¶ magazine 

¶ memoir 

¶ newspaper 

¶ personal narrative 

¶ speech 

© Kathy Glass ǐ www.kathyglassconsulting.com 



²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ 

ÅCurriculum/Instruction  

ÅGoing Beyond  

ÅDifferentiation  

ÅThe Whole Child  
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Backward Design 
Concept-Based Curriculum/Instruction 

Differentiation 

ÅWhat should students KNOW? (facts, 
vocabulary, definitions) 

ÅWhat should students UNDERSTAND? 
(generalizations, big ideas of the discipline) 

ïEssential GUIDING QUESTIONS 

ÅWhat should students be able to DO? (skills, 
processes) 








